Introduction
The sensitivity of plants to low temperatures has been assessed by a number of methods, including measurements of visible symptoms of injury, vital staining techniques, protoplasmic streaming, plasmolysis and changes in the pattern of chlorophyll fluorescence kinetics (Baker et al., 1983; MacRae et al., 1986 (Fig. 2) , with no significant differences in sensitivity among leaf ages.
The ratio of fluorescence decrease to steady-state fluorescence, termed R fd or (Fp -F r )/F r according to Lichtenthaler and Rinderle (1988) , showed some decline in eucalypt leaf discs after 2 h of treatment at -4°C (Fig. 3) . Values 
